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| Chile: Abolition of DINA

Chitean Presidest Plnochet's dect-

slon last week to abolish the National
Inteitigence Directorate -sppears (o

a further effort to certall
abuses of human rights and mot just
another ' cosmetic fix. Akbhough the

s assurances cannot slways
e taken at face value, Pinochet has
een nnder strong from civilian
and wilitary ‘sdvisers te ciip DINA's
wings.

i

The new guigenines suggest that most of ,

DINA's personnel will be absorbed bys’

National Information Center to be
created undet the Interior Ministry.
DINA's arrest and detention powers
ure being teansferred to the national
palice (Carabineros) and to the Judicial
Police under the Defene Ministry, While
illegal activity s stili possible under this
arrangement, it is our judgment that op-
portunhies forirepressive practices will be
reduced:

« The new agency apparently will
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not report directly to the President, as
DINA did. ; ’

e Both the Carabineros and the
Judicial Police are highly regarded,
professions! | law-enforcement
organizstions. '

: _

- Pinochet is now convinced that the

* Marxist threst to his regime has
f

diminished significantly. !

Other moves to liberalize the regime
may be possible if the organization replac-
ing DINA s restricted solely to informa-
tion gathering and the President follows
wp on plans to reduce the state of siege
and Hft the curfew, :

The direction taken by Pinochet during
Lhe past month reflects arenem that
other military governments in South
Americs are formulating plans ta return
10 clvilian rutc. The debate stimulated by
this trend is likely to sustain momentum
for pofitical change in Chile. :

(See Chile. . .Page 4}
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| Most Chilean loaders appear to be
gratifiod and encouraged by signs that the
mititary at last is modifying the most
severe aspects of repression. Even former
president Frel, leader of the country's
Inrgest political party and s fervent eritic
of Pinochet, ncknowledges that the dis.
solution of DINA might be a positive
sop.!
| Despite official disclaimers to the con-
trury, Santiago has made substantial con-
Sessions 10 meet US recommendations on
humen rights improvements. This latest
#hift: rofiects the government leaders’
realization that Chile must atrive to im-
prove relations with the US if Chile is to
improve its image in the world. Many
¢éountries have regerded Chile with con-
tempt since the military seized power in
1973, The snnouncement of the abolition
of DINA during the visit of US State
Depériment official Todman sppears to
have' boen designed to have & maximum
pact on Chile's relations with the US
énd ‘1o gain (avorable international
publicity for the change.
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